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Latvian I.egion.
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&0 . SURIEOE: Eiltor{Qof setting-up of Lotvién military

. . units Second vorld Var. .
JTos | - Br.ltic Advieory COunoil at Detuold/laippo
"Ba: . Enquiry ot 20.5049.

. - To rectify the real state. of thinzs reg...rding the

) oonloription of Lotvian oitigens for éervice in latvi
ailitary units dwring the Seoond World War 1 might make the.
following -statement:

© e As is to bo seean fron uﬁ report of 12.2.49 subnitted )
.- %o the IR0 HQ at Leago the amn gets of 1919-1924 were not ;
., drafted in April 1943 btut already in the Second half of the '
aonth of May 1943 and the first 1000 of ‘conscripted of
thaose amusal sets, aftar their ocloth amd after aduinister-.
4ng .of oath were sent to the froant on 30.3.43. One part: of
. the officers and of the nonconmissionod officers werae drartod .
‘only in the first helf cf the nonth of March 1943. . '

2. . The annual sets 1925/1926 wore not conserijted in |
Septomber, but already in the end of July 1944. The decree
rogarding the drafting of both of theae annual eets was put |
:I.n operation on July 22,1944.

a May I add to this that the ann\m.l sot 1925 had been o
put undex .obligation to serve in the goupulsory -labour
service /Reichsarbeitsdienst/ and the youths who did not |
corply with this obligation wore-cnlisted oompulaorily : .
into the Legion. ‘

30 those Letvians who were enlisted in police units :
previous to spring 1943 /formerly Guardsncn Battalions, e
afterwards Police Rogiments/ .arc not to be rogurded :as ,
volunteers either. As it is to be seen from ny re ort to :
‘the IR0 .HQ at I.aq%o, montioned abuve, already in '
months of 1941 Letvian policamen who had engiged themaelves»
only for common police ssfvice and only in thé Home Country i
/the term of. the obligation being 1 year/ were collected ;
in cloased Police Unite and contrary to the law sent by .
German Authorities to the front. After the one year term :
these policemen were not dischar engen!, but were retained as
compulsorily engaged till the of the warj this on the

. ground of a decree of the Minister for Occupled Eastern
Territories Alfred Rosenberg as 7 19.12.1941 concerning’

the introduction of universal direction to Labdur in the '
oocupiod eastern territories. '

It was not that these Juait mentioned policenen.
.ot the oomon police service alont were sent to the front
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in oontradiotion to the lae, it wzs also that the auxuiaryc

policeman of the so-called group "C", rectuited mainly frum

the foraer -nemders<ss e - erso1Ouardst-of-he Latvi rian

anong
Républio -weré scnt to the front.. Among them were wéd

persons of rethor advenoed age and the choice of -the populat:lon.
' as farm owners, dairy nanagers, tedcchers' etc, who 4id thoir
o.na anly in‘ oasee of cmergenocy and.then only noear -

thair gbode could bdbg aged in tasks of common jolice

' nrvioo* ‘such as short-terasd guards, eotim against apg
- 8

rodbbers etc. lotwithstandmb thie these auxil
Polipenen were aleo oollocted in tho secund half of 1942 1n

units for the purpyose of construction of trenches and sent for -
- aoction near Leningrad. After the conplection of construction -
. work these men were not discharged but om the strenth of the

already néntioned deoree «f the Hinister for the Oo od
Basteran. Texritories were reteined for front service. These

‘policenen and 3 uxiliary youoem ‘have never .;ot any formal

mobiusaﬂon order

4e . As rcgarda the en of the.lLatvian rrontiu' Gmdo
Reginents, thly were all cnroned eomyulsorny at the begin- -

.nng o2 1944

m “wititer 1943/44 when the gentre of gravity of the

- -strugdle at the eastern front was dislooated and tlie. Geraen

coanand was compelled to retreat its positions at Leaingrad

and Staraja Russa, the oonems ion for enrolment into Latvian
e .

Profitier Guards Regimarits was deoreed in the beginning of
1944. These Hegiments were to be charged with the-direct

defence of Latvian frontier. Soon after their setting ’
tra;‘:gemd

these Reziments were disbanded and their manpower

"-to-reserve of the units in action. Yhut ennusl sets were
. omuo?pted for. this ;m.rzhu I cant .tell exactly os at thc.t

was in aotion- e 15 Latvian' Infant n&
Anypow nen of rather advanced age were conscrf;t

as 4L can remember it were officers up till- amual uta ot
1884 and n.c.o'e up till the annunl sot 1892. Con

Youra re apeottuuy
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P . ‘Colorel and ormr Ohior .

o of Steff of the Inspection
R PR Ganeral o:t tho Latvian Legion .
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